First I will present evidences that the geological column was laid down rapidly and catastrophically.  Then I give evidence that the fossil record does not support the theory of evolution.  Finally I will present evidences that the rate of decay was faster in the past, so that radiometric dates are unreliable.  Some of the slides in this presentation were obtained from Fred Williams or from his “Evolution Fairy Tale” web site.
[new slide]

If you dig down in the earth, you will find a sequence of layers of rock that is roughly called the geological column.  This represents rock layers that were deposited in the past.  By studying these layers, we can learn much about the past history of the earth.

Most of the geological columns consist of sedimentary rock.  This is rock that was laid down under water.  This is consistent with a worldwide flood.

These sedimentary deposits differ from those that are produced today, however.  They often extend nearly flat for hundreds of miles in all directions.  This suggests that they were laid down in a huge body of water, each layer being laid down in a very short time.  This is also consistent with a worldwide flood.

Some of these layers have remarkable purity, also suggesting very rapid deposition after some kind of catastrophe.  An example of this purity in these layers is the large layers of limestone.  Sediments produced today have many different kinds of substances mixed together.
In many cases there is little or no erosion between layers in the geological column.  If these layers had been laid down over millions of years, as geologists claim, then there would have been much more erosion.  It is more reasonable to assume that these layers were deposited quickly, as in a worldwide, catastrophic flood.

In addition, there is often very little evidence of plant life of any kind between the layers, also suggesting very rapid deposition.
[new slide]

There are many flood legends found all over the world.  There are also many evidences of catastrophe in the geological column, suggesting very rapid deposition of these layers.

We know that many layers can be produced in a very short time because of naturally occurring examples of this in recent times.   Geologists estimate that over 40 percent of the geological column was deposited in turbidity currents, which deposit sediment rapidly.

[New slide]

Fossils are also evidence of catastrophe, because under ordinary conditions animals that die decay and are eaten up, leaving no remains.  Fossils are produced when dead animals are rapidly buried.  The many well-preserved fossils in the geological column are another evidence of rapid and catastrophic formation of the sediments.  Frequently many different kinds of animals from different climactic zones are buried together, suggesting they were transported over large distances by a tremendous flood.
[New slide]

There are some problems with the idea of a worldwide flood, however.  One of these is the occurrence of animal footprints and dinosaur egg nests found in the geological column.  How could these be produced in a flood?  There are a couple of possible explanations.

[New slide]

Many fossils are very well preserved, suggesting very rapid burial.  Also there are many polystrate fossils, extending through 50 or more feet of geological layers.  This suggests that these trees were buried quickly before they had time to decay.

[New slide]

Mount St. Helens erupted in May, 1980 and produced finely layered rocks in a few hours or days.  It does not take millions of years to produce many fine layers of rock.

[New slide]

The fossil record also supports the creation account of the Bible.  According to the theory of evolution, all life developed gradually from a single ancestor, so that there should be a connected tree of life as illustrated here.  This implies gradual change between different kinds of organisms in the past.  However, the fossil record does not show a gradual change between different kinds of living creatures.

[New slide]

According to the theory of evolution, the first life forms were very simple, and more complex life forms evolved gradually.  The fossil record does not demonstrate such a progression.

[New slide]

Evolution teaches that there should be many links between different life forms, but these are not found in the fossil record.

[New slide]

Instead, there are many gaps between the kinds of organisms found in the fossil record, and no case where clearly different organisms can be seen to evolve into one another.
[New slide]

The Bible states that the different life forms were created different in the beginning.  Since then they have developed.  Thus one created “cat” may have developed into the cats, lions, and tigers that we see today, and one created “bear” may have developed into the different bear species we see today.

The fossil record bears out this view, because species appear suddenly and not gradually in the fossils.

[New slide]

Few fossils are found below the Cambrian period, but many well-developed organisms are found in the Cambrian period, consistent with the creation account.

[New slide]

Species stay the same over long periods of time in the fossil record, contrary to the predictions of the theory of evolution and consistent with the creation account that life should reproduce “according to its kind.”

[New slide]

It is interesting that vertebrates (animals with backbones) are found in the Cambrian layer.

[New slide]

Punctuated equilibrium

[New slide]

Distribution of the fossils

[New slide]

There is no fossil record of evolution in the complex invertebrates (animals without backbones).

[New slide]

There is no record of evolution in plants, algae, and insects.  There is also no record of evolution from invertebrates to vertebrates.

[New slide]

There is no sign of evolution in the fish.  Only in land dwelling vertebrates is significant evidence of evolution claimed.  But this change can be population shifts due to changes in climate rather than evolution.  Also, many of these organisms are represented by a single bone or less.
[New slide]

Here is a quote illustrating that there are no transitions known in the complex invertebrates.

[New slide]

This is a quote about the fossil record of the flowering plants.

[New slide]

This is a quote about the fossil record of plants in general.

[New slide]

This is a quote about the fossil record of the insects.

[New slide]

This is a quote about the lack of transitional forms between invertebrates and vertebrates.

[New slide]

This is a quote about the fossil record of the dinosaurs.  Some of the slides in this talk were taken from the listed web source, some more were obtained from presentations the author emailed to me.  Some other slides are original with me.

[A whale of a tale]
[Piltdown man]  And there were other forgeries that helped to gain widespread acceptance for evolution but were then discovered.

[Macro versus micro evolution]  Biologists confuse these and then point to evidence for micro evolution as evidence for macro evolution.

[The evolution of resistant bacteria]  Almost all “beneficial” mutations known involve the loss of information and could not explain large scale evolution.

[Fine tuned parameters]

[DNA]  The genome of life holds an enormous amount of information.  It is difficult to see how this could have originated by random processes.

[3 slides of Chinese characters]

[Many slides of dragon legends and dinosaur figures]  Some of these figures have a controversial history but there is good evidence that most of them are ancient.

[2 Peter]  The Bible writers foresaw the acceptance of uniformitarianism and the rejection of the Biblical creation and flood accounts.

[Confidence in the Lord]  Human reasoning is fallible but God knows all things.  Scientific theories can change as new evidence becomes available.  It is better to trust in the Lord even if we don’t have all the answers.

[accelerated decay]  Now I will present some evidences that the earth and life on earth were created very recently.  First we will discuss radiometric dating.  This is used to give dates in the hundreds of millions of years for fossil bearing rocks.  We now have evidence that decay was faster in the past, so that these old dates correspond to true dates of six thousand years or less.  We will give some other evidences afterwards.
It appears that decay was faster during the flood.  This would have increased temperatures in the earth’s crust and may have caused the flood.

[Many lines of evidence]

[Creationists now feel] The question is why isotopic dates give such old ages.  In the past creationists often said it was because the system was disturbed.

There may have been daughter substance present initially or parent substance may have been removed, for example.  However geologists have been careful to account for such possibilities.  Now creationists tend to believe the explanation is different.

[These results suggest]

[Alpha decay]  Decay takes place by two processes.  The first is alpha decay.  Note that an alpha particle is created.  This is the nucleus of a helium atom, so helium is produced by alpha decay.  Uranium and thorium decay by a complex sequence of steps, many of which involve alpha decay.  

[Beta decay]  Beta decay produces neutrinos, which we will discuss later.  It also produces electrons or positrons.

[Zircons] Zircons are used for isotopic dating because their crystal structure incorporates uranium but not lead, making them suitable for uranium-lead dating.  Zircons have zirconium in them.  They are often used for jewelry.  The zircon at the right was dated to about 4 billion years.

[Helium diffusion rates suggest]  This paper discusses the helium produced by alpha decay.
[Two decades ago] The helium should have diffused out of the zircons over such a long time period.

[The high helium retention levels]

[However, until a few years ago]  This shows that alleged isotopic dates of 1.5 billion years correspond to true dates of between 4,000 and 14,000 years.

However these results do not yet show that even older dates are in this time range.  It would be interesting to test zircons having even older isotopic dates to see how much helium they contain.

[Carbon 14 is produced] Another evidence for a recent creation is given by carbon 14 dates.

[Measurable 14C]

[Abstract]

[14C/C ratios]

[Giem[18] reviewed]

[The conventional uniformitarian age] Here we have additional evidence that samples alleged to be hundreds of millions of years old are in fact 60,000 years or less old.

If decay was accelerated the true age would be even less than 60,000 years.

[AMS analyses reveal]

[Moreover, even non-organic]

[Organic matter consistently] This carbon 14 is usually claimed to be contamination.  But this cannot be true.

[Dr Baumgardner sent]

[The diamond’s carbon-dated] It is thought that the biomass before the flood was 100 times or more what it is today.  This would further dilute carbon 14 by a factor of 100, which is equivalent to 6 or 7 half lives.  This would increase carbon 14 ages by about 40,000 years.  Also, there may have been less carbon 14 in the atmosphere before the Flood.

[The fact that isotopic]

[An ounce of silver … a few more slides]

[RADIOISOTOPES IN THE DIABASE SILL] This paper also gives evidence for a past acceleration in radioactive decay.

[2 slides]

[These isochron “ages”] When a whole rock isochron and a mineral isochron agree, one has very strong evidence that the system has not been disturbed and that the isotopic date is genuine.  But there are still disagreements between different methods!

[2 slides]

[Airtight dates disagree] The only way two such well established dates could disagree is if the decay rates differed in the past.

[Mutation rates] Mitochondria: organelles in the cell that convert energy to produce ATP (site for cell respiration)

[Cell diagram] The mitochondria, in the cytoplasm of the cell, have DNA.  They are the energy factories of the cell.  There is also DNA in the nucleus that mutates much slower.

[Mutation rates] This is sensational evidence that life is young but it has been virtually ignored.

[Ages computed from nuclear DNA] 

[3 slides]

[Even Dalrymple]  Dalrymple claims no changes in the decay constants have been detected, but he admits puzzling irregularities in decay.

[What could have sped up decay rates?]  Decay rates may have been faster for a time after the flood.

[4 slides]

[The Crab Nebula] Supernovae produce pulsars.

[The Crab Nebula] Note the ring structure and beams of radiation coming out from the poles.  This is an X ray picture

[SN 1987A] Another supernova.

[Gamma rays may have devastated]  We have evidence that supernovae occurred near the earth in the past.

[6 slides]

[Supernova poised] I wonder if this supernova will have some influence on last day events on earth.

[3 slides]

[However, if the dating] I believe the Vela pulsar is still the largest source of gamma radiation in the night sky.  It’s a “smoking gun.”  Jueneman was the first to suggest a link between this pulsar and an acceleration of decay (Industrial Research, about 1972).

[Vela Supernova Remnant]

[Vela Pulsar] Note the ring structure and a beam of radiation along a diagonal.   This is an X ray picture.

[Diagram]  A diagram of the location of the Vela pulsar and its relation to Earth

[Another evidence]

[Comets crumble] Comets are essentially frozen mud.  When a comet is heated by the sun some of the water and other solids vaporizes and dust escapes.  This is what makes comets visible to us.  Each time a comet orbits close to the sun, it loses 5 to 10 % of its material.  Astronomers have even seen them break up into pieces as they go around the sun.  At this rate they couldn't last more than 100,000 years.  Some of the short-orbit comets couldn't last more than 10,000 years old.  If so, how could there be any comets left after 5 billion years?

[Kuiper Belt] The Kuiper belt is the supposed origin of the short period comets.  The Oort cloud is also believed to originate comets.

[Kuiper belt] 

[Asteroid Belt] Perhaps the asteroid belt was a planet that broke up when decay accelerated during the Flood, and is the origin of the comets.

[Correlation between surface heat flow] Geologists have found a puzzling correlation between heat flow out of the ground, and the presence of radioative elements near the surface.  This should not be so if decay has proceeded slowly for millions of years.  A better explanation is that the pulse of heat from an interval of accelerated decay, has not entirely dissipated.

[Polonium halo]

[Squashed Polonium halo]  These had to have been produced when the wood was wet and still compressible.  This shows that the wood was compressed quickly.  They are found in several geological periods and were most likely produced within a very short time, indicating that all these geological periods lasted only a short time.

[2 slides]

[Revelation 14] The creation message is part of the last day message that reaches the world before Jesus comes again.  Jesus also said in Matthew 24:14 that the gospel would go to all the world before Jesus comes.  I believe that this new evidence will give power to the gospel message and hasten the return of Christ.

[final slide]

